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Curriculum Vitae  

Matt Ventresca, PhD (he/him/his) 

 

EDUCATION________________________________________ 
2016         Doctor of Philosophy: Socio-cultural Studies of Sport, Health and the Body 

Queen’s University 
    
2009               Masters of Arts in Popular Culture 

Brock University 
    
2006    Hons. Bachelor of Arts: Semiotics and Communication Theory  

University of Toronto 
 

EMPLOYMENT and AFFILIATIONS_________________________ 
2024 to present Research Associate (remote) 
 School of Kinesiology 
 Western University 
 
2020 to present Visiting Fellow (remote) 

School of Regulation and Global Governance  
Australian National University  

 
2025 Research Associate  
 Department of Kinesiology 
 Brock University 
 
2022 to 2025 Affiliate Researcher (remote) 
 School of History and Sociology  
 Georgia Institute of Technology  
 
2022 to 2023 Postdoctoral Fellow 
 School of Kinesiology and Health Studies  
 Queen’s University  
 
2022  Lecturer (remote) 
 School of History and Sociology  
 Georgia Institute of Technology  
 
2020 to 2021   Postdoctoral Associate 
 Department of Communication, Media, and Film  

University of Calgary 
 
2018 to 2020          Postdoctoral Associate: Integrated Concussion Research Program 

Faculty of Kinesiology  
University of Calgary 

 
2016 to 2018        Postdoctoral Fellow: Sports, Society, and Technology Program 

School of History and Sociology 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
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RESEARCH______________________________________ 
Books  
Henne, K. & Ventresca, M. (2025). Violent Impacts: How Power and Inequality Shape the  
  Concussion Crisis. University of California Press.  
 
Ventresca, M. & McDonald, M.G. (Eds.) (2020). Sociocultural examinations of sports concussions.  
            Routledge.  
 

Journal Articles 
Ventresca, M. & Ali, A.E. (under review). The Infrastructures of SoFi Stadium: Environmental Injustice  
  in the City of Champions. Sociology of Sport Journal.  
 
Ventresca, M. & King, S. (2023). “Anesthetized Gladiators:” Painkilling and Racial Capitalism in  
  the NFL. Sociology of Sport Journal, 40(1), 21-29. 
  https://doi.org/10.1123/ssj.2021-0172 
 
Elliott, C., Ventresca, M., & Truman, E. (2023). The “risk object” of Cannabis Edibles:  
  Perspectives from Young Adults in Canada. Health, Risk & Society, 25, 5-6, 252-267. 
 https://doi.org/10.1080/13698575.2023.2198558\ 
 
Ventresca, M. & Elliott, C. (2022). Packaging Cannabis Edibles in Canada: Communicative  
  Objects in a Growing Market. International Journal of Drug Policy, 103, 103645.   
  https://doi.org/10.1016/j.drugpo.2022.103645 
 
Ventresca, M., Truman, E., & Elliott, C. (2021). Assessing Public Health Messaging about  

Cannabis Edibles: Perspectives from Canadian Young Adults. Drugs: Education, Prevention,  
and Policy, 1-9. https://doi.org/10.1080/09687637.2021.1937943 

 
Henne, K. & Ventresca, M. (2020). A criminal mind? A damaged brain? Narratives of criminality and  
  culpability in the celebrated case of Aaron Hernandez. Crime, Media, Culture 16(3), 395–413.  
  https://doi.org/10.1177/1741659019879888 
 
Ventresca, M. (2019). The curious case of CTE: Mediating materialities of traumatic brain injury.  
  Communication & Sport, 7(2), 135-156. https://doi.org/10.1177/2167479518761636 
 
Ventresca, M. & J. Brady (2015). Food for thought: Notes on food, performance, and the athletic body.  
  Journal of Sport and Social Issues, 39(5), 412-426. 
 
Norman, M., Ventresca, M., Szto, C. and Darnell, S. (2015). Driving to the ‘net: Blogs, frames and  
  politics in the New York Islanders’ stadium saga. Journal of Sport and Social Issues, 39(1), 19- 
  39.  
 
Brady, J. & Ventresca, M. (2014). ‘Officially a vegan now:’ On meat and renaissance masculinity in pro  
  football. Food & Foodways, 22, 300-321.  
 
King, S., Carey, S., Jinnah, N., Millington, R., Philipson, A., Prouse, C. & Ventresca, M. (2014). When   
  is a drug not a drug? Troubling silences and unsettling painkillers in the National Football  
  League. Sociology of Sport Journal, 31, 249-266. 
 
Ventresca, M. (2011). “There’s something about Barry: Media representations of a home run king.”  
  NINE: A Journal of Baseball History and Culture, 20(2), 56-80.   
 

https://doi.org/10.1123/ssj.2021-0172
https://doi.org/10.1080/13698575.2023.2198558/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.drugpo.2022.103645
https://doi.org/10.1080/09687637.2021.1937943
https://doi.org/10.1177/1741659019879888
https://doi.org/10.1177/2167479518761636
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Book Chapters 
Ventresca, M. & McDonald, M.G. (2025). “The Debilitating Discourses of Long COVID: The  
  Public Pedagogies of Sporting Bodies.” In Lupton, D. (ed.). Long COVID and Society:  
  International Perspectives. Palgrave Macmillan, pp. 289-309. 
  https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-96-9168-5_13 
 
Ventresca, M. (2025). “Mixed Feelings: Understanding Emotion in Media Coverage of Sport- 
  Related Traumatic Brain Injuries” In Townsend, S., Olive, R., Osmond, G. & Phillips, M.  
  (Eds.). Head in the Game: Sociocultural Analyses of Brain Trauma in Sport. Manchester  
  University Press, pp. 138-154.  
 
Ali, A.E. & Ventresca, M. (2025). “‘You are Nathan F*cking Shelley!’: Orientalism, White 

Saviourism, and the Radicalization of Nate in Ted Lasso.” In Dhanda, M. (ed.). Oxford 
Intersections: Racism by Context (Online Edition). Oxford Academic. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/9780198945246.003.0067 

 
Ventresca, M. & Henne, K. (2022). “Is CTE a Defense for Murder?” Critical insights into  
  violence, crime, and brain trauma in sports. In Silva, D. & Kennedy, L. (eds.). Sports, Power, and  
  Crime: Toward a Critical Criminology of Sport. UBC Press, pp. 177-200. 
 
Ventresca, M. (2022). The Branding of Movember and the Co-Production of Men’s Health. In  
  Elliott, C. & Greenberg, J. (Eds). Communication & Health: Marketing, Media and Risk. Palgrave  
  Macmillan, pp. 209-230. 
 
Ventresca, M. (2020). The tangled multiplicities of CTE: Scientific uncertainty and the infrastructures  
  of traumatic brain injury. In Sterling, J. & McDonald, M.G. Sports, society, and technology:  
  Bodies, practices, and knowledge production. Palgrave Macmillan, pp. 73-98.  
 
Ventresca, M. & McDonald, M.G. (2020). Forces of impact: Critically examining sports’ concussion    
  crises. In Ventresca, M. & McDonald, M.G. (eds.) (2020). Socio-cultural examinations of sports  
  concussions. Routledge, pp. 1-32.  
 
Ventresca, M. (2020). Beyond the biopsychosocial: A case for critical qualitative concussion  
  research. In Ventresca, M. & McDonald, M.G. (eds.) (2020). Socio-cultural examinations of  
  sports concussions. Routledge, pp. 170-188.  
 
Bridel, W., Ventresca, M., Kelly, D., Vilunius, K. & Schneider, K. (2020). “I kinda’ lost my sense of  
  who I was”: Foregrounding youths’ experiences in critical conversations about sport-related  
  concussions. In Ventresca, M. & McDonald, M.G. (eds.) (2020). Socio-cultural examinations of    
  sports concussions. Routledge, pp. 97-115.  
 
Brady, J., Millious, V. & Ventresca, M. (2016). Problematizing milk: Considering production beyond  
  the food system. Anderson, C., Brady, J. & Levkoe, C. (eds.). Conversations in Food Studies.    
   University of Manitoba Press, pp. 75-96.  
 

Grants and Awards 
2025                           SSHRC Insight Grant ($86,727)        
                                   Co-Applicant (Primary Investigator: Dr. Adam Ali) 

                                   Project: Have the Goalposts Shifted? Interrogating the “EDI Turn” in Canadian  
                                            Sport Media 
                                             
 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-96-9168-5_13
https://doi.org/10.1093/9780198945246.003.0067
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2020                           SSHRC Connections Grant ($25,000, declined)  
                                   Co-Applicant (Primary Investigator: Dr. William Bridel) 
                                   Project: Media Cultures of Sports Concussions 
                                   R1: Recommended for funding in March 2020 
 
2019                           Trainee Travel Award ($1000) 
                                   Canadian Traumatic Brain Injury Research Consortium 
  
2016 – 2018  Faculty of Kinesiology Research Seed Grant ($50,000) 

                        University of Calgary 
                                    Co-Investigator (Primary Investigator: Dr. William Bridel) 

  Project: Investigating Sport-Related Concussion from a Sociocultural Perspective 
 

2015    Sociology of Sport Journal Outstanding Article Award 
   North American Society for the Sociology of Sport 
   *For 2014 co-authored article, “When is a drug not a drug? Troubling silences  
    and unsettling painkillers in the National Football League.” 
 
2013 – 2014   Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council Fellowship  
    ($20,000) 

 

Research Website Development  
In Progress               The Covid Sport Project 
                                 School of History and Sociology, Georgia Institute of Technology 
                                 A hub of digital resources including an interactive timeline, podcasts, and a digital  
                                 library analysing how elite sport is intertwined with the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
2024                         Sport, Sound, and the Digital (https://sportsounds.hsoc.gatech.edu/)  
          School of History and Sociology, Georgia Institute of Technology 

         The companion website for the Sport, Sound, and the Digital Event Series   
                     that includes event information and recordings, plus a digital resource library.  

 

Selected Media Contributions  
Ventresca, M. & Henne, K. (2025, September 15). Concussion and The Intersection of Gender, Culture  

and Biopsychosocial Perspectives with Dr Matt Ventresca and Dr Kathryn Henne [Audio podcast  
episode]. In Granger, R. (Host). Headfirst: A Concussion Podcast.  
https://headfirstaconcussionpodcast.buzzsprout.com/2171297/episodes/17845867-concussion-
and-the-intersection-of-gender-culture-and-biopsychosocial-perspectives-with-dr-matt-
ventresca-and-dr-kathryn-henne 

 
Ventresca, M. & Henne, K. (September 17, 2020). NFL concussion lawsuit payouts reveal how racial  

bias in science continues. The Conversation [Canada]. 
 https://theconversation.com/nfl-concussion-lawsuit-payouts-reveal-how-racial-bias-in-science-

continues-145987 
 
Ventresca, M. & Henne, K. (February 20, 2020). How portrayals of the NFL are shaping criminal justice  

reform. The Conversation [Canada].  
  https://theconversation.com/how-portrayals-of-the-nfl-are-shaping-criminal-justice-reform-

131766 
 
 

https://sportsounds.hsoc.gatech.edu/
https://headfirstaconcussionpodcast.buzzsprout.com/2171297/episodes/17845867-concussion-and-the-intersection-of-gender-culture-and-biopsychosocial-perspectives-with-dr-matt-ventresca-and-dr-kathryn-henne
https://headfirstaconcussionpodcast.buzzsprout.com/2171297/episodes/17845867-concussion-and-the-intersection-of-gender-culture-and-biopsychosocial-perspectives-with-dr-matt-ventresca-and-dr-kathryn-henne
https://headfirstaconcussionpodcast.buzzsprout.com/2171297/episodes/17845867-concussion-and-the-intersection-of-gender-culture-and-biopsychosocial-perspectives-with-dr-matt-ventresca-and-dr-kathryn-henne
https://theconversation.com/nfl-concussion-lawsuit-payouts-reveal-how-racial-bias-in-science-continues-145987
https://theconversation.com/nfl-concussion-lawsuit-payouts-reveal-how-racial-bias-in-science-continues-145987
https://theconversation.com/how-portrayals-of-the-nfl-are-shaping-criminal-justice-reform-131766
https://theconversation.com/how-portrayals-of-the-nfl-are-shaping-criminal-justice-reform-131766
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Ventresca, M. (November 29, 2019). Brain Trauma Experiences in Hockey Families: An Interview with  

Dr. Deana Simonetto. Hockey in Society.  
 https://hockeyinsociety.com/2019/11/29/brain-trauma-experiences-in-hockey-families-an-

interview-with-dr-deana-simonetto/ 
 
Bachynski, K., Henne, K., & Ventresca, M. (October 25, 2017). Brain Injury in Sport and its Effects:  

Entanglements of Science, Law, and Design. Transmissions: A SSS Companion Blog.  
https://sites.library.queensu.ca/transmissions/brain-injury-in-sport-and-its-effects-entanglements-
of-science-law-and-design/ 

 
Ventresca, M. (February 20, 2017). Can technology alone solve the “concussion crisis”? Engaging  

Sports (The Society Pages).  
https://thesocietypages.org/engagingsports/2017/02/20/can-technology-alone-solve-the-
concussion-crisis/ 

 
Ventresca, M. (August 7, 2015). Gary Bettman and the politics of ignorance. Hockey in Society.  

 http://hockeyinsociety.com/2015/08/07/gary-bettman-and-the-politics-of-ignorance/ 
 
Ventresca, M. (January 16, 2015). What male athletes can learn from women about concussions.  

Washington Post [online].  
http://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2015/01/16/what-male-athletes-can-learn-
from-women-about-concussions/ 

 
Ventresca, M. (January 16, 2015). Concussions aren’t only a medical issue. The Conversation [online].  

https://theconversation.com/concussions-arent-only-a-medical-issue-35304 

 

Selected Conference Presentations 
Henne, K. & Ventresca, M. (2025). The Sport-Military Concussion Research Complex. Sport, Power, 

and Resistance Virtual Session. 46th Annual Conference of the North American Society for the 
Sociology of Sport, Seattle, WA/Vancouver, BC. (November 2025).  

 
Ali, A.E. & Ventresca, M. (2025). Framing the Marginalized/Resisting the Frame: A Critical Analysis of  
  Canadian Sport Documentaries Focusing on Racialized and Indigenous Stories. Challenging,  
  Disturbing and (Re) Framing Hegemony in Sport: Exploring Media Practices from the  
  Margins Session. Canadian Communication Association Annual Conference 2025,  
  Toronto, ON (June 2025).  
 
Ventresca, M. & McDonald, M.G. (2024). The COVID-Sports Project: A Digital Exploration of Sports in  
  a Pandemic. (Re)Creating NASSS: Digital Justice, Sport, and Movement Cultures Virtual  
  Session. 45th Annual Conference of the North American Society for the Sociology of Sport,  
  Chicago, IL (November 2024).  
 
Ventresca, M. & McDonald, M.G. (2024). The Debilitating Discourses of Long Covid: The Public  
  Pedagogies of Sporting Bodies. The Social Impacts of Long Covid Symposium – Virtual  
  Conference (March 2024). 
 
Ventresca, M. (2023). Understanding Emotion in Concussion Media. Sociocultural Analyses of Brain  
  Trauma in Sport Symposium – Virtual Conference (February 2023).  
 
Ventresca, M. & Elliott, C. (2021). The co-production of cannabis edibles: Communication and  
  consumption. Canadian Communication Association Annual Conference – Virtual Conference  
  (June 2021).  

https://hockeyinsociety.com/2019/11/29/brain-trauma-experiences-in-hockey-families-an-interview-with-dr-deana-simonetto/
https://hockeyinsociety.com/2019/11/29/brain-trauma-experiences-in-hockey-families-an-interview-with-dr-deana-simonetto/
https://sites.library.queensu.ca/transmissions/brain-injury-in-sport-and-its-effects-entanglements-of-science-law-and-design/
https://sites.library.queensu.ca/transmissions/brain-injury-in-sport-and-its-effects-entanglements-of-science-law-and-design/
https://thesocietypages.org/engagingsports/2017/02/20/can-technology-alone-solve-the-concussion-crisis/
https://thesocietypages.org/engagingsports/2017/02/20/can-technology-alone-solve-the-concussion-crisis/
http://hockeyinsociety.com/2015/08/07/gary-bettman-and-the-politics-of-ignorance/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2015/01/16/what-male-athletes-can-learn-from-women-about-concussions/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2015/01/16/what-male-athletes-can-learn-from-women-about-concussions/
https://theconversation.com/concussions-arent-only-a-medical-issue-35304
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Ventresca, M. (2020). Journalist and Scientist Perspectives on Media Coverage of Brain Injury in  

Sports: Tensions and Possibilities. Canadian Traumatic Brain Injury Research Consortium  
Trainee Day – Virtual Conference (June 2020). 

 
Ventresca, M. & Bridel, W. (2019). Damaged brains and fractured selves: Experiences of concussion  
  and the perils of athletic identity. Examining Athlete Development Across the Sporting  
  Landscape session. 40th Annual Conference of the North American Society for the Sociology of  
  Sport, Virginia Beach, VA (November 2019).  
 
Henne, K. & Ventresca, M. (2019). Invisible injuries reconsidered: Coming to know embodied trauma  
  through post-mortem CTE diagnosis. Injury and Invisibility: Empiricism and Anti-Empiricism in  
  Knowing Damage and Regeneration session. Society for the Social Study of Science and  
  Technology Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA (September 2019). 
 
Ventresca, M. (2019). Beyond bias and balance: A sociocultural investigation into the production of  
  media about sport-related traumatic brain injury. Canadian Traumatic Brain Injury Research  
  Consortium Trainee Day, Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON (June 2019).  
 
Henne, K. & Ventresca, M. (2018). A criminal mind or a damaged brain? The multiplicities of  
  Aaron Hernandez and CTE. Sport, Science, and Technology Session, 39th Annual Conference  
  of the North American Society for the Sociology of Sport, Vancouver, BC (November 2018).  
 
Ventresca, M. (2017). The more things change…: Debating hockey violence in a “concussion crisis.”   
  Ice in Our Veins: Sociological Examinations of Hockey Session, 38th Annual Conference of the  
  North American Society for the Sociology of Sport, Windsor, ON (November 2017).  
 
Ventresca, M. (2017). Reading Minds: Trauma and neuroscience in the age of CTE. Sport,  
  Science and Technology Session, Society for the Social Study of Science and Technology  
  Annual Conference, Boston, MA (August 2017). 
 
Ventresca, M. (2016). “No conclusive evidence:” Traumatic brain injuries and epistemologies of  
  ignorance. Sport, Science, and Technology Session, 37th Annual Conference of the North  
  American Society for the Sociology of Sport, Tampa, FL (November 2016).  
 

TEACHING______________________________________ 
Teaching Experience 
2022              Instructor, School of History and Sociology – Georgia Tech 
                                   Science, Technology, and Sports [spring/summer terms - online] 
 
2018              Instructor, Summer Undergraduate Online Program – Georgia Tech 
 Science, Technology, and Sports [online] 
 
 Instructor, School of History and Sociology – Georgia Tech 
 Foundations of Sports Studies 
 
 Instructor, School of History and Sociology – Georgia Tech 
 Science, Technology, and Sports 
 
2017  Instructor, School of History and Sociology – Georgia Tech 
 Foundations of Sports Studies 
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 Instructor, Summer Undergraduate Online Program – Georgia Tech 
 Science, Technology, and Sports [online] 
 
2017  Instructor, School of History and Sociology – Georgia Tech 
 Foundations of Sports Studies 
 
 Instructor, School of History and Sociology – Georgia Tech 
 Science, Technology, and Sports 
 
2014 - 2016 Instructor, School of Kinesiology and Health Studies - Queen’s University 
 Socio-cultural Dimensions of Sport and Physical Activity 
 

Invited Course Lectures 

Cultural Landscapes of Sport and the Body [online w/ K. Hemsworth]. Themes in Cultural and Social  
  Geography, Nipissing University, North Bay, ON, March 21, 2022.  
 
Risk, Injuries and the Concussion Crisis [online]. Socio-Cultural Dimensions of Sport and Physical  
  Activity, Queen’s University, Kingston, ON, March 23, 2021. 
 
The Curious Case of CTE: Media – Science – Truth [online]. Sport, Media, and Society, York University,  
  Toronto, ON, February 4, 2021.  
 
What do Concussions have to do with Gender? [online]. KNES 344: Gender, Sexuality, and Sport,  
  University of Calgary, Calgary, AB, March 30, 2020.  
 
Ironic Masculinity and the Rise of Movember. KNES 444: Critical Perspectives on the Body, Calgary  
  AB, March 9/11, 2020. 
 
Unpacking the Concussion Crisis. HTS 3075: Foundations of Sports Studies, Georgia Institute of  
  Technology, Atlanta, GA, November 14, 2019 (via Skype).  
 
What do Concussions have to do with Gender? KNES 344: Gender, Sexuality, and Sport, University of  
  Calgary, Calgary, AB, March 20/22, 2019.  
 
Ironic Masculinity and the Rise of Movember. KNES 444: Critical Perspectives on the Body, Calgary  
  AB, March 4/6, 2019.  
 
Video Games & eSports: The Future of Sports? KNES 244: Introduction to Socio-Cultural Aspects of  
  Sport, University of Calgary, Calgary, AB, December 5, 2018.  
 
The Curious Case of CTE. Vertically Integrated Projects: Concussion Connect, Georgia Institute of  
  Technology, Atlanta, GA, February 19, 2018.  
 
The Sociology of Sports-Related Injury: Masculinity, Pain, and the Brain. HTS 3073: Sociology of  
  Sports, Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, GA, November 9, 2017.  
 
Sociology, Bio-Medicine, and Brain Injuries. HTS 6743: Science, Technology, and Society Graduate  
  Program Core Seminar, Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, GA, October 3, 2016.  
 
Pain, Injury, and the Brain. HTS 3073: Sociology of Sports, Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta,  
  GA, November 10, 2016.  
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Biopolitics and Biomedicine. HTS 6743: Science, Technology, and Society Graduate Program Core  
  Seminar, Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, GA, September 28, 2016.  

 

SERVICE and PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES___________________ 
Event Organization 
The Sound of Victory: Politics of Performance at the Super Bowl Halftime Show – Zoom (April 25,   
  2025). Sound, Sport, and the Digital Event Series. 
 
The Possibilities of Podcasting and Digital Audio for Sport Studies Research – Zoom (October 25,  
  2024). Sound, Sport, and the Digital Event Series. 
 
Sounding Out: Works in Progress at the Sport/Sound Nexus Workshop – Zoom (April 26, 2024). Sport,   
  Sound, Sport, and the Digital Event Series.  
  
The Power of Sound and Sport Webinar – Zoom (April 5, 2024). Sound, Sport, and the Digital Event  
  Series.  
 
Georgia Institute of Technology’s “Critically Examining Sports’ Concussion Crises” Workshop, Atlanta,  
  GA (March 8-10, 2018).  

 

Professional Development 
In Progress            Essentials of Web Design Certificate 
             WatSPEED: University of Waterloo Professional Education  
             Courses Completed: Creating Web Pages, Introduction to CSS3 & HTML5 
 
In Progress            Digital Scholarship Certificate  
             Sherman Centre for Digital Scholarship, McMaster University  
             Courses Completed: How to Implement Encryption to Protect your Research  
              Data; Sonification: Communicating Data with Sound; Sonification: Sounding and   
              Listening as Critical Practice;  
 
2020              Teaching and Learning Courses 
              Taylor Institute for Teaching and Learning - University of Calgary 
                                   Courses Completed: Teaching with Technology; Blended Learning; Using Yuja in  
                                   Teaching and Learning; Flipping your Online Course; Handling Challenges in the  
                                   Zoom Classroom; Teaching Controversial Subjects; Creating Braver Spaces and  
                                   Intercultural Classrooms. 
 
2019                           Faculty of Kinesiology Mentorship Program (Mentor) 
                                   University of Calgary – Faculty of Kinesiology  
  
2017    Curriculum for Change Workshop: Social Justice Pedagogy 
   Georgia Tech – Leadership and Multi-faith Program 
 
2015   TA Workshop to Foster Inclusive Classrooms (Organizer and Facilitator) 
   Queen’s University – School of Kinesiology and Health Studies  
 
2015    Appointments Equity Training 
   Queen’s University – Human Rights Office  
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Committees and Board Memberships 

2024 – present           Founding Member 
                                   Sound, Sport, and the Digital Working Group 
                                   Ivan Allen College of Liberal Arts, Georgia Institute of Technology    
 
2019                           Postdoctoral Representative  
                                   Faculty Council and Strategic Research & Innovation Committee 
                                   Faculty of Kinesiology, University of Calgary 
 
2018                           Conference Steering Committee 
                                   North American Society for the Sociology of Sport     
 
2014 - 17   Director at Large (elected) 
    Popular Culture Association of Canada 
 
2016  Awards Committee Member 

Sociology of Sport Journal Outstanding Article Award 
North American Society for the Sociology of Sport 
 

2015  Graduate Student Representative 
 Faculty Appointments Committee 
 School of Kinesiology and Health Studies - Queen’s University 

 
2013 - 14   Graduate Student Representative (elected) 
 Graduate Subcommittee 
 School of Kinesiology and Health Studies - Queen’s University  

 
2012 - 14   Graduate Student Representative (elected) 
 Academic Subcommittee 
 School of Kinesiology and Health Studies - Queen’s University  
 
2012 - 13 Graduate Student Representative (elected) 

Popular Culture Association of Canada  

 

Selected Public Speaking Engagements 
Virtual Book Launch for Violent Impacts: How Power and Inequality Shape the Concussion Crisis. The  
  Sport and Social Impact Research Group Event Series, October 22, 2025 (Virtual – Western  
  University).  
 
Balancing acts: Science and journalism in a “concussion crisis.” Communication, Media, and Film  
  Connections Seminar Series, April 6, 2021 (Virtual – University of Calgary). 
 
Damaged brains and fractured selves: Experiences of concussion and the perils of athletic identity.  
  Sport Injury Prevention Research Centre Research Rounds, January 29, 2020 (University of  
  Calgary). 
 
Student-Athlete Experiences of Concussion: Preliminary Findings. Faculty of Kinesiology Psychosocial  
  Theme Group Seminar, May 22, 2019 (University of Calgary). 
 
A Criminal Mind? A Damaged Brain? The Multiplicities of Aaron Hernandez. Faculty of Kinesiology  
  Psychosocial Theme Group Seminar, February 27, 2019 (University of Calgary).  
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Why Sociology? Putting Concussion in Context. Integrated Concussion Research Program Seminar,  
  February 5, 2019 (University of Calgary).  
 
Investigating Sport-related Concussion from a Sociocultural Perspective. Canada West Medical  
  Meetings, December 6, 2018 (Calgary, AB). 
 
What I Wish I Knew When I Was a Graduate Student. Grad student luncheon and panel discussion. 38th  
  Annual Conference of the North American Society for the Sociology of Sport,  
  November 2, 2017 (Windsor, ON).  
 
Invention, Technology, Sport, and the Body. Lemelson Center Workshop: Invention, Sport, Technology,  
  and Society. The Smithsonian National Museum of American History, September 7-8, 2017  
  (Washington, D.C.).  
 
Next Steps in a Curious Climate: Being a Postdoc in the USA. Special Graduate Student Session: Grad  
  studies, post-docs and beyond: National and international options in a risk society. 7th Annual  
  Meeting of the Popular Culture Association of Canada, May 4, 2017 (Niagara Falls, ON). 
 
Requiem for a Running Back: Film screening and panel discussion. Georgia Tech Sports, Society, and   
  Technology Program Event Series, February 13, 2017 (Atlanta, GA). 
 
Sharing is caring: Making you and your work accessible to the public. Grad student luncheon and panel  
  discussion. 36th Annual Conference of the North American Society for the Sociology of Sport,  
  November 5, 2015 (Sante Fe, NM).  

 

Conference Session Organization 
Barnes, S. & Ventresca, M. (2019). “Sports, Society, and Technology” – Two Sessions. 30th Annual  
  Conference of the North American Society for the Sociology of Sport, Virginia Beach, VA (Nov.  
  2019).  
 
Carey, S. & Ventresca, M. (2015). “Performing Bodies, Practicing Biopolitics.” – One Session.  
  26th Annual Conference of the North American Society for the Sociology of Sport,  
  Santa Fe, NM (Nov. 2015).  
 
Fresco, E., Ventresca, M. & Valois-Nadeau, F. (2015). “Communication and Commercial  
  Practices in Sport” – One Session. Canadian Communication Association Annual  
  Conference, Ottawa, ON (June 2015).  
 
Ventresca, M., Fresco, E., & Valois-Nadeau, F. (2015). “Sport, Politics and Commercialization” – One  
  Session. 5th Annual Meeting of the Popular Culture Association of Canada, Niagara Falls, ON  
  (May 2015). 
 

Scholarly Refereeing 
 Sociology of Sport Journal; Journal of Sport and Social Issues; Food & Foodways; Qualitative  
  Research in Sport, Exercise and Health; Communication and Sport; Social Science and  
  Medicine; International Review for the Sociology of Sport; Punishment and Society; Isis: Journal  
  of the History of Science and Society; BioSocieties;  

 


